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Wyoming'’s Climate: February 2013
Snowpack

The changes in the percent of median for Snowpack in Wyoming’s basins were mixed with
most basins gaining or losing less than 10%. The Lower North Platte was the big gainer going
from 31% of median at the end of January to 68% of median on Feb 28th. The northeast
basins generally declined about 5% while the western basins lost a bit more with the extreme
northwest losing 11%. The southeastern basins improved but are still below 80% of their
medians.

Precipitation

Precipitation was quite varied over the state during February. The north central region saw
mostly above normal totals for the month while the west and northwest were again generally
at or below 75% of normal. This is close to the same pattern that was seen in January. The
northeast quarter of Wyoming was somewhat more drier compared to normal than it was in
January while there was finally some relative improvement in the southeast part of the state.

Many CoCoRaHS (the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network) stations in the
central part of the state received over 20 inches of snow during February with some observers
in Natrona, Lincoln, and Fremont counties reporting over two feet at their locations. Park
County was again on the low receiving end for snow with some stations reporting less than an
inch of snowfall for the month.

Temperature

Temperatures in Wyoming were mostly below normal again in February with a few exceptions,
those being in southeast Lincoln and central Sublette County where departures from normal
were up to +3°F. Big Horn and Washakie counties, as well as a station in central Sheridan
County, on the other hand, were four to five degrees below normal and parts of Albany,
Carbon, and southwest Fremont counties were about three degrees below their normal.

There were some improvements in the drought depiction during February with DO
(Abnormally Dry) expanding in the northwest, taking the place of some of the D1 (Moderate
Drought) there. The D1 was also expanded, erasing some of the D2 (Severe Drought) in the
extreme southwest. D3 (Extreme Drought) was reduced in some areas in the Bighorns, too.
Just over 10 percent of the state is in D4 (Exceptional Drought) as of the end of February.

This report was prepared by the Wyoming State Climate Office, which is part of the Wyoming
Water Resources Data System at the University of Wyoming. More information can be found
at:  http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu and http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/sco/climate office.htmi.
Special thanks to the National Weather Service’s Riverton and Cheyenne Office, the NRCS
Casper Office, and the Cheyenne US Geological Survey Office, and Wyoming CoCoRaHS
observers for supplying much of the data and information used in this report.
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Map showing February 2013 precipitation as a percentage of historical averages (vs. 1981-
2010 “normal” period) for Wyoming. Courtesy of the High Plains Regional Climate Center.
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Map showing mean February 2013 temperatures as departures from historical averages (vs.
1981-2010 “normal” period) for Wyoming. Courtesy of the High Plains Regional Climate Cen-
ter.
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Map showing Wyoming Drought Status as of the end of February 2013. Courtesy of the US
Drought Monitor.
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Map showing end of February snow water equivalent as a percentage of historical medians
(vs. 1981-2010 “normal” period) for Wyoming. Courtesy of the NRCS National Water and Cli-
mate Center, map by Wyoming State Climate Office.



