
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wyoming’s Climate: August 2011 
 

Streamflow 

Streamflow remains at or well above normal for this time of the year at all stations within the 

state and several locations are significantly above normal.  Of the sites in the National Weather 

Service’s Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service, only the North Platte River near Henry was 

still in the Action Stage at the end of August. 

 

Precipitation 

The dryness that intensified in July continued into August in the central portions of the state.  

There was some improvement at a few stations in Fremont and Sublette counties.   

 

The northern portion of the state that was drier last month also saw some improvement, most 

notably in the northwest.  Even so, there were a greater number of stations that were still below 

the Normal for August.  These were primarily in Bighorn, Sheridan, Johnson, Washakie, and Hot 

Springs counties.   

 

The southern portion of the state, however, saw a substantial drop in its precipitation as a 

percentage of Normal compared to July.  Some stations last month were in the range of 150% to 

200% of Normal in places last month whereas in August almost all stations were below 90% of 

normal with some lower than 50% 

 

Temperature 
Temperatures across the state for August were at least one degree above Normal for almost all 

stations with several being more than three degrees above.  There were very few exceptions such 

as Buffalo but, even there, the departure from normal was only one degree to the negative side.  

With a few exceptions in the Bighorn Basin, the departure from Normal for August was equal to 

or more than that for July. 

 

The category of D0 was introduced by the US Drought Monitor into the eastern part of Weston 

and the northeastern part of Niobrara counties in August.  Heading into September 2011 the 

focus will continue to be on the dryness that is occurring in sections in the state such as Sublette 

County. 

 

This report was prepared by the Wyoming State Climate Office, which is a division of the 

Wyoming Water Resources Data System at the University of Wyoming.  More information can be 

found at: http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu and http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/sco/climate_office.html.  

Special thanks to the National Weather Service’s Riverton and Cheyenne Offices and the NRCS 

Casper Office for supplying much of the data and information used in this report. 
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Map showing August 2011 precipitation as a percentage of historical averages (vs. 
1971-2000 “normal” period) for Wyoming.  Courtesy of the High Plains Regional 
Climate Center. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Map showing mean August 2011 temperatures as departures from historical 
averages (vs. 1971-2000 “normal” period) for Wyoming.  Courtesy of the High Plains 
Regional Climate Center. 

 


